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Perjury. The HisyChambers Case, by Allen
Wemstem New York Al.fredA Knopf $15

By Roscoe Drummond Lo
Tms is more than an engrossing and reveal-
ing book- about one of the: most controversial
court cases of modern times. It is an event. It.
not only illumines. contemporary history with
starling new evidence, but, in my judgment,’
will almost certainly make history by derailing
. the renewed efforts to reverse the verdict ‘of .
“*guilty" against Alger Hiss in the court of pub—
lic opmlun u‘ not in the court of ]udxcxal dec1--
sion. S
Not many staunch admlrers of Mr HISS wﬂl
likely be persuaded to abandon their conviction
that such a fine and able' young man could pos--
sibly be a communist seeking to infiltrate the
top levels of the American government and .
that he was railroaded to disgrace for political
advantage on lhe basns ol faked and fabncated
evidence, 7 - -
But Prof.” Allen Wemstem. a mstonan at
Smith College, apparently did exactly that. ‘He.
reports that he began his researches believing -
Hiss innocent and was forced to reverse his
judgment as he uncovered new and wide-rang-
ing evidence that the verdxct of the )ury could
nutbexmpeached T et
Because the Hiss case has rernained con- -
_troversial from the start, primarily because so -
“many distinguished government officials
avowed their faith in ‘his integrity long after.
the trial, Pmt'essor Weinstein set out to Imd
" verifiable answers to these three questions: .
- » Did Hiss become an undercover commu- :
nist while serving as a New Deal official? . .
e Did he turn over classified State Depart- :
ment files to Whittaker Chambers, a self-con-:
fessed former underground ‘agent ror the Com--
munist Party? .. - ooaZuera, Tt 'i
e Or did Chambers, for obscure and malevo-"
lent reasons, deliberately set out to frame and -
destroy a respected public official? * LT A i
Apprgrecldsar Nelzasa ch‘ﬁh&t
study the transcnpts of the congressxonal hear-;
ings, the pretnal testxmony, the record of bothw
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- court case of the century.”

Allen Wemstem

trials and to inlerv:ew the obvxons som He
obtained access to tens of thousands of naggs

of once ciassified FRI, (088, CIA, State Depart-

ment and Justice Department {iles on 1e case.
He had unrestriclted access to the Hiss legal
defense files. He held long meetings witle every |
living key figure in the case, including former
Soviet agents, congressional *‘red bunters” and
close Iriends and members of the Hiss and
Chambers families. He interviewed some 40
men and women who had never beaz mter-
viewed before on this subject. .. 5 "y -
- The fall of Richard Nixon in thewakeof Wa~
tergate gave new impetus to the rise of the ef-
forts to restore Alger Hiss to pubhc gr:me T.he
argument went like this: - .. .= yrel 8
. Congressman Nixon did most to’ hrmg Hxszs
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Nixon was accused of obsh‘uctmw }ustxce
Since Nixon was deemed gmlty, Riss should
be deemed innocent. "~
. You can dissect that one., ¢ &
It seems noteworthy that the validity of Pro-

. fessor Weinstein's - conclusmns are’ endorsed

- from both the pohueal nght and the pohucal
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Says George ‘F.’ lel conservanve colum-
nist: * ‘Perjury: The Hiss-Chambers Case’ is 2~
monument to the intellectual “idea of truth
stalked to its hiding place.” ML
Says Arthur Schlesmget Jr--,. liberal New

- Dealer:” “This baok offers the most objecnve

‘and convmcmg account of ‘the-most’ dramahc
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combmed and it isn’t fictioni."- - S
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